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Leovich Landing Cleared and Dedicated

Following a work day on October 10 during which volunteers cleared the front
= portion of Leovich Landing of invasive knotweed and erected a sign, the site
. was dedicated to public use in a celebration by the river October 24. The event
was attended by approximately 30 people, including State Senator Richard T.
8 Moore and members of the Oxford Board of Selectmen. A tent was supplied by
the Army Corps of Engineers and desserts was provided by Elaine Parker,
a Sandy Peterson, and Russ Cohen.

: Sandy Peterson, Dudley Conservation Land Trust President, and Keith

Kirkland, Treasurer, thanked the many donors who made acquisition of the

% site possible, and especially previous owner Peter Leovich for accepting a

& bargain sale. Ken Parker thanked all who had worked on clearing the

g property and explained future plans for a boat launch and a parking lot for a
" trailhead on the Erench River Greenway. Senator Moore remarked that the

visibility of the site would be an important factor in promoting protection and

public use of additional locations.

Mark Smith, Mike Branniff, Sandy Peterson, Keith Kirkland,  Thanks to Gerry Frank for building the sign, Ron Rheault for hauling away
George Martin, and Tom Ayau pose in front of their handiwork  ¢he knotweed, Jean Hixson and the USACE for filling a large hole on the
October 10. Not shown are Marcia Wagner, Gerry Frank,and  pronerty, and Bruce Gobi, Barbara Day, and Ken Butkiewicz for trash

Ken Parker. removal during an earlier workday.

Explaining the Greenway route Fellowship under the tent

The cleared land

Water Quality Monitoring News
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Our 2009 monitoring season is over. We monitored 15 sites nine times
each. Most of our results are what we have come to expect. For instance at
the right we see dissolved oxygen at each of our five French River
mainstem stations, with the characteristic dip during the warmest weather,
most pronounced at the Dudley Road and Harwood Street stations. We
also found Nancy Drive to exhibit very low dissolved oxygen, and high
conductivity, and a persistent problem with pH at Mill Brook Bigelow
Road. There was one surprise though. This year for the first time we put
two temperature data loggers in the river, which record the temperature
every 15 minutes all summer. We found that daily highs at Clara Barton
Road exceeded the state standard of 83 degrees for four days in August.
One would not have guessed that from the once-monthly TROLL dip.
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Massachusetts DEP has just released its Erench & Quinebaug River
Watersheds 2004-2008 Water Quality Assessment Report. This is a report
that is released every five years, in a cycle that includes all watersheds in
the state. Some of their recommendations are based on findings that we
reported during that period. Among them:

¢ Determine the extent of illegal dumping in the Little River

¢ Deploy an unattended oxygen sensor at Dudley Road to examine the oxygen dynamics in that reach of the river

« Deploy instrumentation to determine the spatial variation of pH along Mill Brook and its possible relationship to commercial property
uses

¢ Conduct bacteria sampling at the Commerce parking lot storm drain

o Test for total phosphate at the state line site

¢ Continue to support the French River Connection’s water quality monitoring efforts

Citations of our findings in this document show that we have been running a good program, with well-defined quality procedures that we adhere
to. But what makes it really work is our volunteers, approximately 35 to date, who give up a Saturday morning to help out, always with care,
patience and a smile. Among our volunteers this year were four Shepherd Hill students, and a total of ten first time volunteers. Many thanks

to: Tom Ayau, Marcia Wagner, Elaine Parker, Tim Bent, Cassie Bent, Ed Bazinet, Nick Buehler, Susan Buehler, Jean Julien, Brittany Julien,
Charles Perzanoski, Tom Ryzewski, Mike Branniff, Judy Nawrocki, Katie Sherman, Crystal Sherman, Marita Clay, and Adam Ugrinow.

French River Park Receives Funding

Imagine a place in downtown Webster to enjoy lunch outdoors with your friends. Imagine a pleasant location
along the river for gatherings, events, and festivals. Imagine a one mile loop with a Riverwalk on one side and
downtown shopping on the other, anchored by a park. That's the vision captured by French River Park.

The French River Connection has received a $30,000 donation from the Webster Redevelopment Authority
for design and construction of the park, a 1.66 acre riverside parcel in downtown Webster. Added to $9,000
we have remaining from a previous donation from a private citizen, we should be able to remove some trees,
grade the property, and plant grass. This follows agreement on a 15 year lease with the landowner, Holden
Block LLC, to which the town is also a party.

We will continue to work with the Office of Community Development to seek funding for such additions as
paths, plantings, and site furnishings. And, of course, we'll need the help of volunteers to make this a reality.

~-__ Downtown revitaliaztion is a challenge for most historic mill towns. Many use their forgotten river, once the
engine of their economic growth, as the centerpiece for a downtown renaissance. With a little determination,
we can do it too.

Dudley Conservation Land Trust Buying 25 Acres on Peter Pond
Look across Peter Pond from Tomahawk Drive in Dudley and you'll see

an area untouched since it was subdivided a century ago, called Hiland
Park. Look at a map and you'll see that it can easily be connected to
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Audubon conservation land, contributing to a green corridor. Purchase
of this property is the latest project of the Dudley Conservation Land
Trust, our partner on Leovich Landing. The organization is seeking
$25,000 to purchase the property, and already has grants for $15,000.
Tax deductible donations may to addressed to the Land Trust, PO Box
14, Dudley MA 01571.

Here's a flyer

In closing........cc.ccoeee.

¥od

We still have notecards for sale. $2.00 for a pack of four tied with a ribbon. Nice
“= stocking stuffers.

| Did you know we have a blog for breaking news? Check it out.

by~

| Our meeting schedule for 2010: January 13, April 14 (annual meeting), June 9, November 10

If you like what we are doing, please visit us on the web, and if you're not a member, please consider
joining.

French River Day on September 12 may
have been a bit gloomy, but we got

undercover at Buffumville and had a . .
great time. Forward this message to a friend

Have a safe a joyous holiday season !!

If you no longer wish to receive these emails, please reply to this message with "Unsubscribe" in the subject line or simply click on the following link: Unsubscribe

French River Connection

46 Brookside Avenue awered By

Webster MA 01570 E;ﬂmmimnm
q q q Mon-profits amail free. ™

Read the VerticalResponse marketing policy. You email affordably.

http://hosted.verticalresponse.com/285396/8fa2f7985e/TEST/TEST/[11/30/2009 3:47:44 PM]


http://frenchriverconnection.homestead.com/files/HILAND_PARK.pdf
http://frenchriverconnection.blogspot.com/
http://frenchriverconnection.homestead.com/index.html
http://frenchriverconnection.homestead.com/Join.html
http://oi.vresp.com/f2af/v4/send_to_friend.html?ch=8fa2f7985e
http://cts.vresp.com/u?8fa2f7985e
http://www.verticalresponse.com/content/pm_policy.html
http://www.verticalresponse.com/landing/non-profits/?np/8fa2f7985e

	verticalresponse.com
	December 2009 Newsletter


